
        

                         

Allegories of Alameda Leta 
 

Hello!  Alameda Leta here again! 

Well, I‘m sure you don‘t want to hear my 

ramblings each and every month...so here‘s 

the plan starting in August, 2007.   

 

Current members and officers of GGTT 

will have a voice in our newsletter!!  Yes, 

YOU too can have your 15 minutes of fame!  

(tee hee).  If you‘re a writer, and have a fun 

story to share about your adventures in GGTT 

or another TCI club, please share them with 

the rest of our TALL group.   

 

For example, I had quite an adventure at Sac-

ramento‘s Houseboat Weekend in June, 2007.  

My social review is on the next page under 

TCI wide news.  If you missed that weekend, 

that was a HUGE mistake on your part.  

(Sorry.. You‘ll have to wait an entire year for 

the next Houseboat adventure—so don‘t miss 

it next year!). 

 

Here‘s to a GREAT summer!    

   

Leta 

Happy Birthday to our  

June and July TALL babes! 
 

June: 

6/28:  Patrick Kincaid  

 

July: 

7/10:  John Richardson 

7/11:  Doreen Christian 

 

Note:  If you‘re a member and we‘ve missed 

your birthday, please contact Leta Johnson with 

your birthday information.  We won‘t let your 

birthday pass again without a warm greeting! 
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Website:  www.tall.org/clubs/cal/sf 

2007 Officers 
 

 

President:  Leta Johnson 

Email:  alamedaleta@sbcglobal.net 

 

Vice President:  Barbara Gunn   

Email:  brifle17@aol.com 

 

Membership:   Patrick Kincaid 

Email:  digadigado@hotmail.com 

 

Treasurer:  Ray Brajkovich  

Email:  raybrajkovich@comcast.net  

 

Secretary:  Karen Grech 

Email:  grechkaren@aol.com 

 

Publicity:  Julie Bellefleur  

 

2007 Appointees 
 

Social: Eve Plasse & Barbara Gunn 

Eve:         larnder@aol.com 

Barbara:  brifle17@aol.com 

 

Website:  Leta Johnson 

Email:  alamedaleta@sbcglobal.net 

 

Editor:  Leta Johnson  

Email:    alamedaleta@sbcglobal.net 

 

Paper Put 

Out:   Ray Brajkovich and Bill Hart 

Email:  raybrajkovich@comcast.net  

Email:  billhart918@yahoo.com 

 

TCI Delegate:  Billie Jean Morison 
Email:  bjmoris@aol.com 
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About the Golden Gate Tip Toppers and Hi Lites 

Hi Lites is a monthly publication of the Golden Gate Tip Toppers, a social club for tall men and 

women in the San Francisco Bay Area.   GGTT is a charter member of Tall Clubs International® 

(also known as TCI).   TCI is an organization of tall clubs around the United States and interna-

tionally.  To become a member, please review the following requirements:  

 

1. Height Requirement:  Minimum height requirement is 6ô2ò for men and 5ô10ò for women.   

2. Age Requirement:  Minimum age is 21.   

3. Membership Dues:  GGTT annual membership dues are $30/singles, $45/married couples, 

due in January of each year.   New memberships throughout the year are pro-rated quarterly.  

To apply for membership or renew membership dues, please contact Patrick Kincaid, our 

membership chairperson, denoted in the Officers Section on the left side of this page. 
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            TCI Wide News 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Tall Club of Latitude 18 -  

Virgin Islands 
  

Chip Chipley and Lisa Lightner:  Our warmest 

congratulations to Chip and Lisa as they anticipate 

the arrival of their first child!  The baby is due on 

November 6th, 2007.. and mom and dad are just 

ECSTATIC.   

  

Chip and Lisa met each other at a Baltimore Tall 

Club party a few years ago.  Lisa was a prospect 

and Chip strongly ‗encouraged‘ her to become a 

member.  Well, that was just the beginning of their 

story -  it was truly ―love at first sight‖.  They 

started dating and they had such a wonderful time 

on their first date—that they didn‘t want the date to 

end.  Lisa went on to become Miss Tall Interna-

tional 2006- and Chip became ‗toast‘.  I guess that 

old nursery rhyme of  ‗First comes Love...Then 

comes Marriage… Then comes the Baby in the 

Baby Carriage‘ fits the Chipley family story quite 

well.   

  

Rumor has it that they WILL be moving back to 

the mainland soon..  Please make sure to congratu-

late Chip and Lisa the next time you see them.   

Sacramento Tall Club -                 

Houseboat Weekend Review 
 

Well, if you missed the Houseboat Weekend in 

June, you missed one of the best times of your life! 

Every year, the Sacramento Tall Club hosts a 

weekend at New Melones Lake and rents a house-

boat (or two) for a 4 day excursion.  This year, 

Frank Kopita and Ann Clark were the coordinators 

— and do they know how to throw a great party!   

We arrived at the marina around 2:00 pm on Fri-

day — with sleeping bag, pillows and luggage in 

tow.  After a brief orientation for our boat captains 

(Frank, Bob, Harold and Jim) - we were on our 

way.  After a two hour cruise, we docked the 

houseboats along the shore.  But trust me, the party 

was already in full swing.     

Ann had planned all the delicious food – Spaghetti 

on Friday night, Tri Tip (yes— ―Marinated 

Steaks‖) on Saturday night and BBQ chicken on 

Sunday night.  Breakfast and lunch was just as 

extravagant—with bacon, eggs, muffins, deli sand-

wiches, cheeses of all kinds, etc.  There were also 

4 large ice chests full of refreshing beverages. 

After we landed, 4 people on the tour started bring-

ing out their ‗toys‘.  What kind of ‗toys‘ you might 

ask?  There were 3 additional smaller boats (thanks 

to Frank Kopita and Ann Clark, Jim Black and 

Harry Leman)  — several water flotation devices 

(even one called ‗Big Momma‘) and the water ski-

ing and floater riding began.  While Frank and Ann 

took people to water ski and ride the floaters, Harry 

and Tonna were taking people to see the Bald Ea-

gles nest where mother eagle was diving for fish in 

the lake and 2 baby eagles were flapping their wings 

as they sat on the side of the nest waiting for mom 

to return.  Needless to say, the trip was incredible. 

The following awards were given out during the 

weekend: 

Dirtiest and most creative FALL:  Bob Williams 

(ouch)..  You‘ll have to ask him for details. 

Best Dressed:  Harry Leman (topped both the males 

and females in his exotic beach wear). 

Best Couple Costume:  Jim and Nancy (the newly-

weds) as they dressed like hippie tie-dye pirates. 

Best Bikini Mishap:  Ann Clark/Kopita gets the 

prize.  You‘ll have to ask HER for more details. 

Many thanks to the Sacramento Tall Club for host-

ing this event!  It was well organized, fun and very 

enjoyable! 

GGTT Membership News 

Active/Current 

Lifetime Members 22 

Officers 7 

Regular Members 19 

Total Current Members: 48 

 

Prospects 25 

TCI Clubs (newsletters sent) 10 

 

 

Expired  

Lifetime Members 1 

Regular Members 101 

Prospects 84 

Total Expired: 186 

ATTN:  The GGTT party is in FULL SWING 

again.  We want all former members and prospects 

to come back and check us out.  Some of you — we 

have bad addresses or telephone numbers.. There-

fore, if any current members know anyone from the 

past — Help us SPREAD THE WORD!!!  
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            GGTT Business Meeting Minutes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

The GGTT Business meeting was called to order at 

on Sunday, June 3, 2007 at 6.25 pm.  A very 

yummy dinner was served by Karen Grech during 

the meeting.   

  

Officers/Appointees Present: 

  Leta Johnson, President 

  Ray Brajkovich, Treasurer 

  Karen Grech, Secretary 

  Julie Bellefleur, Publicity 

  

Officers/Appointees Absent: 

  Barbara Gunn, Vice President 

  Patrick Kincaid, Membership Chairperson 

  Eve Plasse, Social Chairperson 

  Billie Jean Morison, TCI Delegate 

  

Officers/Appointees Reports 

  
President:  Leta reported that GGTT is getting the 

party started and GREAT things are happening.  

Come and join us to find out what‘s new and excit-

ing!  Also, thank you for our yummy chicken and 

pizza dinner tonight, Karen!! 

 

Vice President:  Barbara Gunn. Absent.  

   

Treasurer:  Ray Brajkovich:  The GGTT checking 

account had the following transactions: 

  

Beg Balance on 5-1-07: $4519.57 

 

Income: 

   Dues: 

        Michelle Prough 30.00 

        Karen Grech       30.00 

        Eve Plasse 30.00 

        Gordon Christopherson 30.00 

Total Income for May:  + 120.00 

 

Expenditures: 

   May Newsletter Printing 56.36 

   Stamps and Paper 24.82 

   Telephone 36.95 

   June Newsletter Printing 102.17 

Total Expenditures for May: - 220.30 

 

Ending Balance on 6-1-07: $4419.27 

 
Publicity:   Julie Bellefleur:  She reported that she 

submitted press releases for our El Torito Happy 

Hour to the San Mateo Journal and San Mateo 

News. 

 

Membership:  Patrick Kincaid.  Absent. 

 

Social :   Leta Johnson.  We have loads of great 

activities planned.  Please join us.  Julie B. was 

asked to submit details on the following social 

events that GGTT is planning to host:   

1. Opera in the Park on Sept 9th. 
2. Eugene O‘Neills Tao House Tour and lunch in 

Danville after the house tour. 

3. Helen Allio‘s Pool Party 
4. Filoli Garden‘s Hike details:  This will be 

Julies‘ Monthly Hike for July. 

 

Leta is tasked with finding out more information on 

the Echo Lake Weekend that is hosted by Margi and 

Penny.  (Note:  As of the publication of this news-

letter, the Echo Lake weekend is ON.  The theme 

for the weekend is ‗Hippies‘ — and a weekend flyer 

can be found on the Tall Links/Event page on the 

GGTT website).   

 

TCI Delegate:   Billie Jean Morison:  GGTT Offi-

cers have received the Delegates Package for Con-

vention 2007 and will be voting on the issues later 

in this meeting.  The results of the vote will be sent 

directly to Billie Jean via e-mail.  The results of the 

vote will not be published but are available upon 

request to active GGTT Members. 

 

End of Officer/Appointees Reports 

  

Old Business 

  

1. Calling Committee:  The GGTT calling com-

mittees are still calling inactive members and 

prospects who have expired.  More details will 

follow when the calls have been completed. 

 
2. Telephone Hot Line Calls:  Karen is still pick-

ing up the GGTT Telephone Hot Line Calls.  

Not too many calls are being retrieved.  At a 

future meeting, we may decide to discontinue 

the telephone line. 

 

3.     GGTT Business Cards:  Leta and Barbara 

haven‘t had a chance to work on these designs 

yet.  More details will follow as soon as we 

get back to this task.  Business Cards will be a 

great tool for introducing ourselves to tall peo-

ple out in the malls or other public places. 
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GGTT Business Meeting 

Minutes (Concluded) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

New Business 

 

1. Business Meeting Dates:  Secretary (Karen 

Grech) suggested that GGTT have their busi-

ness meetings on the same day each month so 

that officers/appointees/members can make 

sure that day is reserved/open every month.   

 
2. Greeting Cards:  A discussion ensued about 

asking Karen, GGTT Secretary, to send out 

greeting cards to active members that have a 

birthday, anniversary or other special occasion 

during the current month.  All officers agreed 

and Karen will start sending out greeting cards 

as soon as possible.   

 
3.    Membership Roster:  A discussion about 

sending out a membership roster to current 

GGTT members took place.  Before we can do 

this, we need to poll the GGTT membership to 

see if they want their addresses published for 

other members to see.  We need to come up 

with a way of polling members -- perhaps a 

voting sheet in the newsletter?  More details to 

follow. 

 
4. TCI Delegate Package (By Law Revision 

Submissions)  and Man of the Year/Woman 

of the Year Nominations:  The officers pre-

sent reviewed each by-law revision and voted 

according to what would be in GGTT‘s best 

interest.  Results of the 2007 delegate package 

votes are available upon request to active 

GGTT Members only. 

 
5. Social Event Submission Deadline:  Just a 

reminder that social events for the following 

month are due to the Social Chairpersons by 

the 20th of each month.   

 
6.    Next Business Meeting:  There will be NO 

business meeting in July due to TCI Conven-

tion.  Since Karen Grech will be in Minneapo-

lis, MN for 2 months (June 28th to Sept 7th), 

the next business meeting will be held on Sun-

day, August 5th at 6:00 pm at El Torito‘s in 

Foster City. 

  
MSP (Ray Brajkovich/Julie Bellefleur) to adjourn 

the meeting at 8:20 pm. 

  

Respectfully submitted, 

 

  

Karen S Grech, Secretary 

  

July 2007                               Living the óHIGH Lifeò in the San Francisco Bay Area since 1946                    Page  4  of  6 

July 2007 Social Events 

July 2nd through July 8th:   

TCI  Convention in Portland Oregon 

 
TALL Trails lead to Oregon! Treat Yourself to 

Summer in Oregon! Seven to Ten Days with Tall 

Friends in the Pacific Northwest. (Flyer can be 

found at www.tall.org/clubs/cal/sf/Flyers/

TCIConvention2007.pdf). 

 

Friday, July 13th:   

GGTT and TCSV Happy Hour at El 

Torito 

 
This combined GGTT & TCSV event has been one 

of the most popular events each month. Come out 

and relax and chat with your tall friends. It's a 

GREAT way to end the week. 

 

Hostess: Julie B. - 650-593-0744  
 

Time: 5:30 PM 

 

Location:  

El Torito's 

338 Vintage Park Dr.  

San Mateo, CA 94404 

650-574-6844 

 

Cost: What you eat and drink. 

 
Directions:  

 

From San Francisco and The Peninsula:  Take 

Hwy 101 or 280 to Hwy 92 East. Exit at Foster City 

Blvd. (Note: Do not miss the exit! The next off 

ramp is across the San Mateo Bridge in Hayward!)  

Go one block. Turn right. Pass Costco's giant park-

ing lot. Turn right at the next big intersection: Vin-

tage Park Drive. Go over the freeway. El Torito‘s is 

ahead on the left. Turn left and then, immediately 

right, into the parking lot. 

  
From East Bay:  Take CA-92 (San Mateo Bridge) 

West to Foster City Blvd/E Hillsdale Blvd Exit.  It‘s 

the first exit after you‘ve crossed the bridge. Keep 

LEFT at the fork to go on CHESS Drive.  Proceed 

to Vintage Park Drive. El Torito‘s is ahead on the 

right. Pass Vintage Park Drive, and then, turn right 

immediately, into the parking lot. 

 

 

 



        

                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Saturday, July 14th & Sunday, July 15th:   

National Marfan Foundation Event 

 
The National Marfan Foundation is holding its 2007 

Conference at Stanford and we are going to need 

volunteers for non-medical jobs on Saturday, July 

14th and Sunday, July 15th. Types of jobs include 

meeting and greeting conference attendees, registra-

tion, children's and teen field trips, and selling items 

in various booths (Heart Mart raffle). 

 
This is an international conference (700+ attendees) 

to be held on the Stanford campus. It's a lot of fun 

and your volunteering will allow members of the 

NMF to attend necessary lectures and workshops 

about the Marfan Syndrome (www.marfan.org). 
Interested volunteers, please contact Deeahna Lorenz 

(drdeeahna@earthlink.net) or Elaine Raisler 

(elloydsf@sbcglobal.net). They would really appreci-

ate it, and they need our help! 

Saturday, July 21st:   

Alameda Beach Party 
 

Ok, summer is here and it's time for some rays!  It's 

also time to get a good tan while meeting other 

TALL people who really need a tan (like moi).   

 
Please join us for a beach party and BBQ in Alameda 

while enjoying the sun, breeze and spectacular views 

of downtown San Francisco.   If you're into Wind 

Surfing or Kayaking, this is the event for you.  

(Equipment is available for rent at a kiosk on the 

beach).  Every Saturday, there are at least 10+ wind 

surfers enjoying the San Francisco Bay.   

 
The party starts at 2:00 pm.  We'll fire up the fire pit 

around 5:00 pm for your dining pleasure.  The beach 

'officially' closes at 8:00 pm - (might be 10:00 pm. 

during the summer).. so the party will last until we 

get kicked out.  ;) 
 

Hostess:  Leta J. - alamedaleta@sbcglobal.net or 

(510)504-9600 
 

Time:  2:00 pm  
 

Location:  

Robert W. Crown State Beach  

Shoreline Dr. and Grand St. 

Alameda, CA 
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July 2007 Social Events (Continued) 

Saturday, July 21st:   

Alameda Beach Party (Concluded) 

 
Cost:   
Event:  $5.00 plus bring your own 'meat' and 

other goodies to BBQ.  (GGTT will only be pro-

viding munchies, paper plates, plastic silverware, 

soft drinks, BBQ tongs and BBQ wood/charcoal 

for this event.)   

 

Directions:  

 
From North of Oakland:  Take Hwy 880 South 

to Broadway / Alameda Exit.  When you exit the 

freeway, stay straight on 5th St. and Broadway 

will cross 5th St.  At Broadway, take slight left on 

CA-260S (Webster Tube to Alameda).  (Do not 

turn all the way on Broadway).   Proceed through 

the Webster Tunnel and stay to the 'right' to 

merge onto Webster Street.   Stay straight on 

Webster Street to the end and turn left on Central 

Ave.  Proceed to 1st light (Eighth St/Westline 

Dr.) and turn right.  Continue on Eighth Street to 

the end (near the water) where Eighth Street 

meets with Shoreline Dr.  Turn left on Shoreline 

Drive and proceed to Grand St.   Our group will 

be setup where Shoreline Dr. and Grand St. inter-

sect.  

 

From South of Oakland:  Take Hwy 880 North 

to Broadway Exit (in Oakland).  When you get to 

the light (Broadway), turn left.  Go under the 

bridge to the first light and make a sharp left turn 

(almost U-turn) onto CA-260S (Webster Tube to 

Alameda).  Proceed through the Webster Tunnel 

and stay to the 'right' to merge onto Webster 

Street.   Stay straight on Webster Street to the end 

and turn left on Central Ave.  Proceed to 1st light 

(Eighth St/Westline Dr.) and turn right.  Continue 

on Eighth Street to the end (near the water) where 

Eighth Street meets with Shoreline Dr.  Turn left 

on Shoreline Drive and proceed to Grand St.   

Our group will be setup where Shoreline Dr. and 

Grand St. intersect.  



        

                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Wednesday, July 25th:   

Filoli Gardens Twilight Hike 
 
The Golden Gate Tip Toppers and The Tall Club of 

Silicon Valley invites you to join them for a docent 

led Twilight hike at the world famous Filoli Gardens. 

This is a time when the gardens are usually closed to 

the public. We will walk in the peaceful, beautiful 

woodlands by the light of the setting sun. 
 

Hostess:  Julie B - 650-493-0744 - RSVP by Mon-

day, July 23rd. 
 

Date/Time:  Wednesday - July 25th, 2007:  6:00 - 

8:00 pm  (Meet at Filoli Gardens by 5:45 pm.  We 

will be gathering at the north end of the parking lot.) 

 
Dress:  The usual "Northern California early evening 

hiking layers", long pants, and hiking shoes and 

socks... (poison oak alert!)  
 

Location:  

Filoli Gardens 

86 Canada Road 

Woodside, CA 
 

Cost:  $10 member rate (since Julie B is a member). 

(Important Note:  This hike is limited to 12 people... 

so get your name in early). 

 

Directions:  
Between Highway 92 and Edgewood Road... off 

Highway 280. 

 

Sunday, July 29th:   

Sunday Afternoon Indulgence at  

Fentonôs Creamery 
 

Fenton's makes their ice cream by hand from recipes 

created long ago and guarantee that their product 

comes from the cow to you in less than 1 week!  

Their giant sundaes are piled high with generous 

amounts of handcrafted ice cream and sauces made 

at Fentons with lots of their special ingredients -- 

LOVE and PRIDE!   

 
Forget your diet for 1 brief afternoon of indulgence 

and join us as we enjoy a Black and Tan Sundae (a 

famous sundae they are known for) or another deli-

cious treat.  Afterwards, we may walk around the 

Piedmont district of Oakland to walk off the calories. 
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July 2007 Social Events (Concluded) 

Sunday, July 29th:   

Sunday Afternoon Indulgence at  

Fentonôs Creamery (Concluded) 
 

Hostess:   Leta J. - 510-504-9600 or  

                  alamedaleta@sbcglobal.net 

 

RSVP: Yes - by Saturday - 7-28-06 - so that 

we will get a table large enough for all 

of us. 

 

Time:         2:00 pm 

 

Location:           

Fenton's Creamery 

4226 Piedmont Ave. 

Oakland, CA  94611 

(510)658-7000 

www.fentonscreamery.com 

 
Cost:  Depends on how much ice cream you can 

eat. 

 

Directions:   

From San Francisco: 

Take 580E toward Oakland.  Take the Oakland 

Ave. exit toward Piedmont.  Turn left on Oakland 

Ave. Proceed to Santa Clara Ave. and turn left.  

Proceed to MacArthur Blvd and turn right.  Pro-

ceed to Piedmont Ave. and turn right.   

 

From East Bay: 

Take 580W toward Oakland.  Take the Harrison 

St./MacArthur offramp.  Freeway will place you 

on Santa Clara Ave.  Go straight on Santa Clara.  

Proceed to MacArthur Blvd and turn right.  Pro-

ceed to Piedmont Ave. and turn right.   

Saturday, August 4th:   

RETCôs Annual Apple Picking Party 

 
The pool is fixed, the deck is painted, the horse-

shoe pit and pool table are ready for play, the 

berries and apples are growing, and we are going 

to have a GREAT TIME!!! 

 

Don‘t miss one of RETC‘s most popular events 

for Tall Club Members throughout Northern Cali-

fornia.  Wear comfortable shoes and bring your 

swing suit and towel.  Overnighters are welcome 

but please call to reserve your spot.  Plan on join-

ing us for Sunday Brunch at 10 am.  (See flyer for 

more details). 

 



        

                         

 
Golden Gate Tip Toppers 

 

A Social Club for Tall Persons in the San Francisco Bay Area 

Membership Application 
 

 

Name:                

 

 

Address:                

 

 

City: ____________________________  State:  __________  Zip:          

 

 

Phone:  (Including area code):  Home:              

                                          

                                             Cell:                 

 

 

Preferred Email Address:               

 

 

Newsletter sent to E-mail address monthly:            Y      or    N         

 

 

Height:     ______________ feet     _______________ inches 

 

Gender:  __M      or    F________ Marital Status:       Date of Birth:        

 

 

How did you hear about the club?             

 

 

What event(s) have you attended?              

 

 

               

 

 

 

 

               

                      (New Member Signature)       (Date) 

(DO NOT WRITE BELOW:  For GGTT use only) 

 

 
Verified Height:   __________________ by           

   (date)    (signed by Club officer) 

 

Date Verified:      Dues Received:            

 

 

Application Received:      Voted into membership:            

 
 

Mail to:  Golden Gate Tip Toppers ð PO Box 573 - Alameda, CA  94501  



        

                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

July 2007 

       
Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

1 2 

  TCI  

  Convention 

  Begins 

3 

  TCI  

  Convention 

   

4 

  TCI  

  Convention 

5 

  TCI  

  Convention 

6 

  TCI  

  Convention 

7 

  TCI  

  Convention 

8 

  TCI  

  Convention 

  Ends 

9 

 

10 

  John  

  Richardsonõs 

  Birthday 

 

11 

  Doreen 

  Christianõs 

  Birthday 

 

12 

 

13 

  Happy Hour @  

      El Torito 

 

14 

  NMF  

  Event 

15 

  NMF 

  Event 

16 17 18 

 

19 
 

20 

  Social 

  Calendar 

  Event  

  Submission 

  Deadline 

21 

  Alameda 

  Beach 

  Party 

22 23 

 

24 

 

25 

  Filoli Gardens 

  Hike & Tour 

26 

 

27 28 

29 

  Fentonõs 

  Creamery 

  Indulgence 

30 31 August 1 August 2 August 3 August 4 

  RETCõs 

  Apple  

  Picking  

  Party 

       

 July, 2007 Social Events - Month at a Glance 

Golden Gate Tip Toppers 

c/o Leta Johnson 

PO Box 573 

Alameda, CA  94501 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


